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The City Council 
voted to increase 
minimum wage by 


2009) 


By BRANDON FLICKINGER 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach City Council 
agreed on an ordinance Jan. 19 that 
will gradually increase the minimum 
wage up to $13 by 2019. 

The ordinance calls for a study in 
2019 to determine the overall econom- 
ic effects of the 

increase. If positive, the wage will be 
raised gradually up to $15 by 2021. 

“Nobody that works full time should 
be forced into poverty,’ said Robert 
Nothoff, director of the Campaign to 
Raise the Wage, referring to a differ- 
ent report by Economic Roundtable, 
a nonprofit research organization, and 
the Los Angeles County Federation of 
Labor predicting the raise would bring 
6,500 workers out of poverty. 

A provision for non-profits and 
small businesses will be in place, giv- 
ing them an extra year to adopt each 
wage increase. Some allowance will 
also be made for training programs. 

The minimum wage will go up to 
$10.50 in 2017, $12 in 2018, $13 in 
2019, and if all is going well, $14 in 
2020, and finally $15 in 2021. 

The details of the ordinance were 
based on the findings of a coun- 
cil-commissioned report by the Los 
Angeles Economic Development Cor- 
poration to determine the effects of 
a minimum wage increase to $15 in 
Long Beach. 

The report looked at similar wage 
increases already in place in other 
cities, perspectives from small busi- 
ness owners, municipal leaders and 
employees that had been provided in 
various public forums, as well as the 
results of a new survey of 600 small 
businesses. 

Conversely, the LAEDC report's 
worst case scenario estimated 20,720 
workers may face cut hours or job loss 
under an increased minimum wage. 
However, of the 600 small businesses 
surveyed, the majority did not believe 
they would need to cut hours or dis- 
miss employees. 
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each workers to earn more 


In 1950, the average rent in the state of 
California was $42. A person making 
minimum wage had to work roughly 16 


hours per week in order to pay their rent. 
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According to apartmentlist.com, the median 
rent in California for a one bedroom 


apartment in March of 2015 was $1,350. 
Assuming prices hold through this year, 
someone earning minimum wage would 
have to work 33.75 hours per week, or, more 
than twice as much as they did in 1950. 
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California Minimum Wage from 1952 - 2016 


DATA COURTESY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND U.S. CENSUS. 


The greatest number of affected 
workers will be in restaurants, retail 
trade, education, transportation, ware- 
housing and health care, according to 
a report by the AFL-CIO. 

When Trevor Meyer, a barista at 
Recreational Coffee, left a cruise ship 
where the minimum wage was lower 
than ten dollars, he felt like he was 
making less even though his income 


Optimistic chancellor 
argues against policy 


doubts 


The Chancellor held an open forum for students and 
faculty to discuss student success through innovative 
teaching, but many had other concerns in mind. 


By Er1kK OHRSTROM 
Staff Writer 


was higher in Long Beach. 

“It's just an expensive place to live. 
You can’t live in SoCal without a car, 
and cars are expensive, he said. 

Ryan Serrano, owner of Earth Stew- 
ard Ecology, a sustainable landscaping 
business, said he has paid his employ- 
ees $15 an hour since 2013. 

“T think what it will do is produce 
more creative solutions or more cre- 


A discordant audience, some en- 
thused and others skeptical, greeted 
California State University Chancellor 
Timothy P. White with loud applause 
as he took the stage in the Walter Pyr- 
amid’s Pointe conference center at Cal 
State Long Beach Thursday afternoon. 

The chancellor’s visit to CSULB is 
part of an ongoing tour of the campuses 
in the CSU system. 

Early in his speech, White pointed 
out that CSU students are different in 
that they may be the first generation of 
their family to go to college and may be 
from poorer homes. 

“Part of working with today’s stu- 
dents is to recognize an entire ecosys- 
tem that they live in,” he said. “Some- 
times it means picking up the phone 
and inviting them all in” 


ative alternatives to the way conven- 
tional businesses are run, [such as] 
cooperative worker owned businesses 
or even consumer owned businesses, 
Serrano said. 

The owner of Kress Market, an or- 
ganic deli and grocery market, was less 
optimistic. 

“$10 is not a lot of money. It’s [the 
wage increase] only fair for the em- 


White represents 23 different cam- 
puses, consisting of roughly 460,000 
students and 47,000 staff and faculty. 
He spoke about his future hopes and 
dreams for the CSU system, how to ap- 
proach innovative research carried out 
by students and how technology can be 
applied to improve learning and teach- 
ing methods. 

He participated in a discussion fo- 
rum after the speech and tried to an- 
swer as many questions as possible. 

A large number of activists brought 
posters presenting critical messages. 
Students for Quality Education was one 
of the representative groups who ex- 
pressed their concerns. 

“We believe that Chancellor White 
did a good job addressing our issues by 
showing his concern, said Courtney 


ployee, my only concern is that big 
businesses can compete more than us,” 
said Javier Ortiz, worrying that bigger 
businesses would be more capable of 
absorbing the increased cost. 

He said he was nevertheless confi- 
dent he would cope with the change, 
whether good or ill for his business. 

The ordinance is up for the council's 
final approval next month. 


Yamagiwa, a junior hospitality manage- 
ment major. 

But he did an even better job of 
dodging the questions, Yamagiwa said. 
She said she felt he painted himself out 
to be “the better person in the end, and 
that students had yet to see the chancel- 
lor address their concerns. 

The California Faculty Association 
were among the protesters, and the 
potential for a faculty strike seemed 
to dominate conversation around the 
chancellor. The CSU have offered fac- 
ulty a 2 percent general salary increase, 
but the CFA is holding out for a 5 per- 
cent increase. 

The chancellor proposed the CSU 
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Fundraiser honors Paris attacks victim 


The design department 
hopes to raise enough 
money to name a 
student shop after 
fallen student Nohemi 
Gonzalez. 


By ARIANA MAI SAWYER 
News Editor 


California Pizza Kitchen is spon- 
soring a fundraiser today and Tues- 
day this week in honor of Nohemi 
Gonzalez, the Cal State Long Beach 
student killed in the Paris terrorist 
attacks Nov. 13, 2015. 

The money raised will go toward a 
CSULB fund supporting students in 
the Department of Design where No- 
hemi was a senior industrial design 
student, according to a statement 
from Department Chair Martin Her- 
man. 

“This department, its studios and 
shops, were very important to No- 


hemi and is where she spent most of 
her time,” design department alum- 
nus Tim Mraz, who was Nohemi’s 
boyfriend, said in a statement. “Our 
goal is to fund-raise enough to name 
one of the student shops after her, 
since it is where she devoted most of 
her time, improving, creating, con- 
necting and inspiring.” 

Nohemi was eating at La Belle 
Equipe when terrorists opened fire 
on the restaurant. She was in Paris 
studying abroad at the Strate School 
of Design. 

The Southern California pizza 
chain has agreed to donate 20 per- 
cent of sales to the fundraiser. Any- 
one who shows up with a flyer can 
participate at any of the 19 locations 
involved. 

“With your help she can continue 
to make this positive impact on the 
department and its students,” Mraz 
said. “Improving the department was 
always something she talked about 
with me, and it would mean a lot to 
make one of her dreams a reality.” 

Herman says that the fund has 
been approved by the Gonzalez fam- 
ily and the university. 


BEN HAMMERTON | Dalry 49ER 


A memorial arranged on campus for Nohemi Gonzalez who was killed during the attacks in Paris on Nov. 13, 2015. 


Residents of small Canadian town mourn shooting victims 


Townspeople gathered at a church 
in La Loche, Saskatchewan, on Sun- 
day to pay respects to the victims of 
one deadly school shootings Friday. 

Four people were killed and sev- 
en were injured Friday in the remote 
rural town by a 17-year-old boy who 
allegedy opened fire at a high school 
in the Dene native community of 
about 3,000 people, authorities said. 

The incident was “unspeakably 
horrible” and “unimaginable, Pre- 
mier Brad Wall said at a briefing Sat- 
urday in Regina, the provincial cap- 
ital. An investigation is continuing, 


and the province's social services de- 
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partment is providing help for those 
affected, according to Wall, who said 
he would travel to La Loche on Sun- 
day to help with the response. Flags 
were lowered across the province out 
of respect for the victims. 

“Saskatchewan has a great tra- 
dition of helping people out,” Wall 
said. “We're going to work very 
closely with the community for as 
long as it takes.” 

The suspect, who can't be iden- 
tified because he is a minor, was 
charged with four counts of first-de- 
gree murder and seven of attempt- 
ed murder after authorities said he 
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opened fire Friday afternoon at a 
high school in the Dene native com- 
munity of about 3,000 people. 

The deaths occurred at the school 
and at a residential location, said 
Brenda Butterworth-Carr, Saskatch- 
ewan commanding officer for the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

Adam Wood, 35, a teacher, and 
Marie Janvier, 21, a teaching assis- 
tant, were shot dead at the school 
while brothers Dayne and Drayden 
Fontaine, 17 and 13 respectively, 
died after being shot at a home in the 
town. Seven other people injured in 
the shooting had been hospitalized, 


Butterworth-Carr said. 

“This is every parent’s worst 
nightmare, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau told reporters in Davos, 
Switzerland, where he was attending 
the World Economic Forum. “We are 
grieving with the community.” 

“On behalf of all Canadians, Sophie 
and I offer the families and friends of 
the victims our deepest condolences 
on this darkest of days,” Trudeau said 
in a statement on Friday. “Our hearts 
and prayers are also with those in- 
jured in the attack, that they may have 
a full and speedy recovery.” 

La Loche is about 500 miles north 


of Regina and just east. of the oil- 
sands region of neighboring Alberta. 
The town is home to Canada’s largest 
population of Dene, indigenous peo- 
ple who have mlived in the area for 
as long as 10,000 years, according to 
the University of Saskatchewan. 

The community was first connect- 
ed to the rest of the province by a 
road in the 1960s, and like many iso- 
lated parts of northern Canada, de- 
pends on nearby resource extraction 
projects to provide employment and 
economic opportunities. 

- David Scanlan and Jeremy van 
Loon, Bloomberg News, TNS 
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Congressman rallies for youth activism 


Civil rights leader 
John Lewis called for 
socioeconomic justice 


for all. 


By TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writer 


Over 1,000 activists cheered on civil 
rights pioneer Congressman John Lewis 
in his address at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Labor Breakfast in Los Angeles Jan. 23. 

The congressman spoke out against the 
racial disparities raging within the labor 
force and advocated for the disruption 
of the present system, calling upon the 
peaceful demonstrations of the ‘60s that 
paved the way for socioeconomic justice. 

As one of the original “Big Six” leaders 
of the civil rights movement and found- 
ing members of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, Lewis was 
arrested more than 40 times for peaceful 
protests including sit-ins, Freedom Rides 
and the famous March on Selma. 

He remembered being bruised, beaten 
and bloodied countless times in his youth. 

He also recalled his aunt telling him to 
be good and stay out of trouble. 

“But one day in tenth grade, 15 years 
old, I heard of Rosa Parks.’ he said. “I 
heard the words and leadership of MLK 
on the radio. The action of Rosa Parks 


and the' words of Dr:-King: inspired me, 


defined a way to get in the way. I got in the 
way, I got in trouble” 

He urged the crowd of students, young 
workers, union members, congressmen 
and activists to organize and implement 
change as soon as possible. 

He also admonished racial inequalities 
in the workforce and the idle complacence 


WHITE 


continued from page | 


create a document with a strategic vi- 
sion. He referred to this vision as an 
“umbrella” consisting of six different 
segments of quality: student learning, 
student success, benefits to the public, 
diversity, sustainability and innova- 


TarYN SAUER | DaILy 49ER 


Congressman John Lewis recalls the March on Washington during his address at the MLK breakfast. 


of unresolved discrimination. 

He rallied for wage increases and job 
security, for youth activism and voting 
power. 

“Of the whole population of Afri- 
can-Americans in Los Angeles, over 50 
percent are either unemployed, which 
means they have no job, or are under- 
employed, which means that they are 
employed, but not making enough wages 
to take care of themselves,’ said Michelle 
Watson, 22, a community organizer for 
the Los Angeles Black Workers Center, a 
non-profit. 

Watson and Brittany Watts, a 25-year- 
old intern from Cal State Long Beach, 
are both young workers at the LA BWC, 
which saw over 1,500 unanswered dis- 


tion. 

“As we put the quality at the center 
of this enterprise, seek it and drive 
for it, then that really enables student 
achievement, student success and 
learning” White said. “This would 
then to me be another touchstone of 
the CSU as a system” 

The temperature seemed to increase 
in the conference room during the dis- 
cussion forum as several conflicts and 
concerns were brought forward to the 


crimination claims in California last year. 

“Tm hoping that instead of pointing a 
finger, that we would be able to offer some 
solutions,” Watts said. “We need to put 
finger-pointing to the side and think of 
the bigger picture and mostly [deal] with 
getting [our] local city council members, 
senators, congressmen and government 
voting; we need to get their attention and 
have them pass laws and policies that can 
help us.’ 

The center is working to build a com- 
plaint resolution system in an anti-dis- 
crimination unit for African-American 
workers in LA this year, Watson said. 

“We want to be the shirt that has your 
back,’ she said. 

Rusty Hicks, Secretary-Treasurer of the 


chancellor. There were those in the au- 
dience who felt he could not be held 
responsible for all concerns. 

“I think he was portraying him- 
self as having to deal with political 
realities that he had no role in shap- 
ing,’ said Sam Coleman, lecturer in 
Asian-American studies. “His job de- 
scription, though really is to improve 
by advocating for students and faculty 
in order to shape that political reality” 

As one of the most affordable uni- 
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American Federation of Labor and Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations, sup- 
ported the center's contention. 

“In 2016, we'll help one another face 
some of the most challenging contract ne- 
gotiations and Supreme Court decisions 
we've seen in a long time, but we'll stand 
with our sisters and brothers who face an 
all-out assault from the 1 percent? he said. 
“The I percent who wants to silence the 
voices of working people at the bargaining 
and negotiating table” 

Hicks backed Long Beach City’s may- 
or, Robert Garcia, in his initial decision to 
explore minimum wage increases for lo- 
cal workers, saying that both cities would 
work together to provide a strong model 
of support. 


versity systems in the state and the 
nation, the CSU has been criticized 
for increasing tuition over decades. 
The 2008 recession contributed to 
increased tuition, which was also 
brought up in the discussion. 

“We're still today more than $200 
million below where we were before 
the recession, and yet we have 23,000 
students more than before,” White said 
toward the end of the discussion. “So 
If it feels tight and constrained today; 


The AFL-CIO leader is also a strong 
advocate for the 5 percent salary increase 
demanded by the California Faculty As- 
sociation. 

He said that he believes in the Ameri- 
can principle that hard work deserves fair 
Pay. 

“Tt’s not just that they get what they 
want, he said, “It’s that they get what they 
need. It’s that they get what they deserve. 
And so were going to stand with them in 
their struggle until they get a resolution” 

Several students turned out to support 
their professors and exercise their voice in 
government participation as well. 

Oscar Estrada is a 25-year-old East Los 
Angeles College student and intern at the 
American Federation of Teachers. 

“T believe that professors and teachers 
are one of the most valuable assets to this 
country and to the growth of not only 
the education of all the students, but that 
knowledge is power and it comes directly 
from professors,’ he said. 

Koatzin Cruz, 26, is a Cal State Domin- 
guez Hills student and member of the 
Africana Studies Organization on his 
campus. 

“As students we have the power to 
transform perceptions, he said.“Even if 
you think that your vote is not going to 
matter, it is essential that you are present. 
Unless there's a visual representation of 
support, there is no movement. Visual 
presentation highlights movements.” 

Hicks agrees. “There's an old saying 
that says, “Every generation has to win it 
on its own; which means John Lewis won 
it for his generation He won the right to 
vote for people of all colors,’ he said. “It's 
this generation's time to deal with our is- 
sues today.” 

As Congressman Lewis said to the au- 
dience who nodded in agreement, “We're 
one house; were one family; were one 


people? 


it is. But we just came off a record year 
for fundraising, [an] all-time high in 
the CSU. We just came off a record 
year in the number of graduates leav- 
ing our universities and going onto 
what's next for them. We have the 
highest rate of graduation that we have 
ever had. We have more faculty em- 
ployed at the CSU ever in the history 
of this enterprise since the 1950s. So 
there are tangible markers moving in 
the right direction” 
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‘Aggressive punk country’ with an old school feel 


A homage to raw rock’n’roll and country twang, 
the Yawpers will either disturb, excite or both. 


By NATALIE SALAJCZYK 
Contributing Writer 


Denver-based trio The Yawpers call their sound “aggressive punk country,’ while 
Rolling Stone magazine cites Bruce Springsteen as a Yawpers soundalike. Their music 
is loud, twangy and most importantly, groovy. 

Frankly, they don't really care what Rolling Stone has to say about their latest 
album, “American Man,’ which was released last October. They are far more focused 
on promoting the album and frustrating radicals through gory shout-outs in their 
music videos. 

Although the album took only five studio sessions to record and an extra week 
to mix, it took the band almost a year to find a label that would release their music 
to the public. 

Finally, Bloodshot Records, based in Denver, signed the trio. 

Sonically, the band takes inspiration from the best of every decade in American 
music. The Yawpers list their influences as the rock and roll of the fifties and sixties, 
the blues of the seventies, and the punk of the eighties, Arnold Bernstein in partic- 
ular. 

Nate Cook, the band’s lead singer and rhythm guitarist, said that releasing their 
sophomore album under Bloodshot has been a great experience as far as artistic free- 
dom goes. Their music has been described by AV Club as “on the path from folk to 
electric blues to something near punk” 

However, Cook contests that the Yawpers have a sound nothing short of “aggres- 
sive punk country.” 

Cook, who writes all of the trio’s original lyrics, drew inspiration from “the disen- 
franchised Western world we live in? His lyrical work reflects his current frustration 
with the American political system, as well as his belief that offensive speech should 
be fiercely protected. 

As for the future, expect a third album coming towards the end of this year. Ac- 
cording to Cook, this album will most likely be “much more aggressive” and “in the 
vein of The Cramps.” 

The Yawpers are currently on a lengthy tour. Catch them at Alex’s Bar in Long 
Beach on Friday, February 12. 
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Courtesy OF GEORGE BLOSSER 


This Denver-based band is scheduled to play at Alex’s Bar in Long Beach on Feb. 12. 


Goodbyes that keep going 


A handful of reasons 
to paint a lightning 
bolt on your face. 


By MirRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts & Life Editor 


If you're still grieving over the loss 
of David Bowie, you aren't alone. 
The month of February introduc- 
es a variety of David Bowie tribute 
shows, and even though Starman 
himself won't be there, your one- 
stop guide to getting that Bowie fix 
will no doubt soothe your mourning 
heart. 

1. Located in scenic Bixby Knolls, First 
Fridays is holding a David Bowie tribute 
night on, you guessed it, the first Friday of 
February. The event will include an altar for 
Bowie, where you can drop off your star- 
dust and memorabilia as well as a Bowie 
karaoke night and a tribute performance 
by musical collaborative MOVE. This event 
will be located on 4321 Atlantic Ave. from 
6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. on Feb. 5. 

2. The Smell is hosting their “Da- 
vid Bowie Tribute Show” on Feb. 10, 
an entire lineup of artists slated to 
perform starting at 8 p.m. The lineup 
includes artists such as Current Joys, 
Slow Hollows, Arjuna Genome and 
more. The Smell is a local Los Ange- 
les venue for all ages located at 247 S. 
Main St. 


Rosert LACHMAN | Los ANGELES Times | TNS 
Bowie died Sunday, Jan. 10 after an 18-month battle with cancer. 


3. Los Angeles-based band Home- 
naje will be performing a Bowie trib- 
ute show at the Highland Park Art- 
walk on Saturday, Feb. 13. Influenced 
by jazz, Cuban and African music, 
Homenaje’s (“homage” in Spanish) 
performance will be streamed by the 
Artwalk organizers, so if you're unable 
to make it to the actual performance, 
you can still expose your ears to Bow- 
ie-tribute goodness. The event is locat- 
ed on W 4th St, in Los Angeles from 
6 p.m.-9 p.m. The link for the online 
stream is to be announced, according 
to the Artwalk’s Facebook page. 

4. In honor of Bowie's passing, 
the Helter Skelter DJ Crew is hold- 
ing a late night function at the 
DragonFly in Santa Monica. The 


three-room venue will have one 
room dedicated to all things Bowie 
from 10 p.m.-2 a.m. If you're plan- 
ning on going, consider RSVPing 
beforehand to get $5 admission 
before 10:30 p.m. The DragonFly 
event is at 6510 Santa Monica Blvd. 
on Saturday, Jan. 30. 

5. The Band That Fell to Earth: a 
David Bowie Odyssey will be per- 
forming at the Viper Room on Feb. 
4 for $20 (or $15 if you buy your 
ticket on the event’s Facebook page 
in advance) you can jam to the trib- 
ute band from 11 p.m. into the night. 
The Viper Room is located on 8852 
W. Sunset Blyd., but unfortunately 
for younger Bowie fans, the Viper 
Room is a 21 and older venue. 


ARTS & LIFE 


Roses are red, Oscars are white 


This year’s award 
season is abuzz 
with Hollywood 
controversy. 


By AMANDA MAYBERRY 
Staff Writer 


The apparent lack of racially diverse 
nominees for the Oscars shouldn't come 
as:any surprise. Historically, nearly every 
award show from the Oscars to the Screen 
Actors Guild release predominantly white 
nominations, according to a blog post on 
The Economist website. 

This year, black actors and films were 
overlooked by the academy. Blockbuster 
hits such as “Creed” starring Michael B. 
Jordan and “Straight Outta Compton; a 
telling biopic rooted in the underground 
1980s rap scene were acknowledged, but 
not for their black actors. All 20 of this 
year’s nominated actors and actresses are 
white. 

Celebrities such as Jada Pinkett Smith 
and Spike Lee have taken to social media 
to critique the academy for their lack of 
diverse nominees, calling for a complete 
boycott of the Oscars until the lack of non- 
white faces is addressed and fixed. 

On Jan. 18, Martin Luther King Jr's 
birthday, Pinkett Smith released her offi- 


cial statement. 

“Its our time now to make the change,’ 
she said in a video published on her Face- 
book account. 

Many actors have responded to the 
boycott, including Charlotte Rampling, 
one of the nominees for Best Actress in 
this year’s awards. Rampling is nominat- 
ed for her role in “45 Years? She said in 
an interview on Friday that the boycott is 
“racist against whites.” 

Actor Michael 
weighed in on Friday, advised black actors 
to “be patient.” 


Caine, who also 


“You can't vote for an actor because he’s 
black? Caine said, “You've got to give a 
good performance?’ 

It seems that both Caine and Rampling 
are white actors comfortably oblivious in 
their white privilege, refusing to acknowl- 
edge the fact that an all-white Oscars isn’t 
anything out of the norm. 

Since Pinkett Smith announced her 
intent to boycott the Oscars, many black 
actors have been pushed into the spotlight 
and urged to comment on the boycott and 
lack of diversity in the academy. The result 
is a mixed bag. While prominent figures 
such as Whoopi Goldberg empathize with 
the lack of diversity in the nominees, she 
and other public figures refused to join the 
boycott. 

Social media is showing full support in 
response of the boycott, reviving the still 
popular #OscarsSoWhite hashtag from 
last year and this year’s #BoycottTheOs- 
cars. On the other hand, Pinkett Smith’s 


ARTSNLIFED4-9ER@GMAIL.COM WWW.DAILY4 9ER.COM 


Monpay, JANUARY 25, 2016 


Eyes on the big show 


Overall viewers in the U.S. for the Academy Awards dropped with last year’s telecast. Viewership 
among blacks also declined but has held steady as a percentage of all viewers. 
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boycott is garnering little support from 
her fellow colleagues. 

ABC airs the award show and has al- 
ready sold all its advertising time, and 
none of the sponsors are backing down. 
The academy is sweating under the pres- 
sure of the boycott regardless. In the 
past week since the boycott had been 


announced, academy president Cheryl 
Boone Isaacs has began talking about 
change. 

Isaacs is changing the rules of mem- 
bership and is committing to doubling the 
number of women and minority mem- 
bers by 2020. Members of the academy 
are reluctant to give up their membership 
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perks and are not taking these changes 
lightly. Free and exclusive access to mov- 
ies is hard to give up. There is also talk of 
expanding the categories to include more 
nominees. 

“Tt’s the right thing to do,’ says Isaacs. 

Whether or not these changes will ac- 
tually stick is yet to be determined. 


Maximize your career potential with a traditional business degree that focuses on strategy and finance, 
as well as analytical and relational skills. 
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C)PINIONS 


An Amencan horror story: Immigration policy 


Politicians blaming 
immigrants for the 
current state of our 
nation are missing the 
point. 


By ScoTrT SCHULTZ 
Contributing Writer 


mmigrants make up the fabric 
of America. They come from 
around the world and often risk 
everything they have in search 
of a better life. 

We are a land of immigrants. 

However, mean-spirited statements 
about those who are undocumented are 
a regular occurrence in the Republican 
Presidential primary. 

Real estate mogul Donald Trump 
stated at the start of his presidential 
campaign, “Illegals are coming bring- 
ing drugs, crime, and they’re rapists.” 

What's so disturbing, aside from the 
gross inaccuracy of his initial state- 
ment, is the fact that he leads in many 
polls. His divisive rhetoric appeals to 
a racist voting bloc within the Republi- 
can Party that disregards facts. 

He then went on to promise to build 
a “great wall” on the Mexican-Ameri- 
can border, and make Mexico pay for it. 

Since America’s economic down- 
turn, undocumented immigration 
from Mexico has actually decreased 
and many undocumented immigrants 
have returned to Mexico on their own, 


Poisoning 


To save money, the state of Michigan 
poisoned the children of Flint. 

State officials thought so little of the 
impoverished city and its 100,000 res- 
idents, most of them poor and people 
of color, that they switched the water 
supply from the pure waters of Lake 
Huron to the brackish Flint River. Then 
they broke federal law by neglecting to 
treat the water with an anti-corrosion 
agent, which would have cost about 
$100 a day. 

The water’s heavy iron content ate 
into the water lines, about half of which 
are made of lead. The water smelled and 
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according to Pew Research. The fastest 
growing minority group in America is 
currently Asians. 

Our politicians love to blame immi- 
grants for society's problems. 

In California, efforts like Proposition 
187 have been written to deny health 
care, education, and other services to 
undocumented immigrants. Voters ac- 
tually passed this measure in 1994, but 
thankfully it was ruled unconstitution- 
al. 

At our own school, some angry stu- 
dents have actually lobbied to close the 
new Dream Success Center, which aims 
“to empower scholars who are undocu- 
mented in their pursuit of higher edu- 
cation and foster a supportive campus 
community dedicated to their educa- 
tional and personal success,” according 
to the CSULB website. 

Individuals like this should know 
some of our greatest leaders, inventors, 
and innovators have been and still are 
immigrants. Our country develops and 
excels because of immigrants. 

Many immigrants show a strong 
work ethic, put in longer hours, and 
have a greater appreciation of the op- 
portunities America has to offer. 

Ironically, Trump’s home base of 
New York City is especially known for 
its immigrant population, which has 
continually renewed and revitalized the 
city with a strong, energetic workforce. 

As America’s baby boomers retire, 
immigrants will undoubtedly be need- 
ed to replace them in the workforce. 

Immigration policy failures are not 
the fault of immigrants, but politicians 
who have created a two-tier caste sys- 


tasted foul, but state officials said every- 
thing was fine, even though a university 
research team said the lead content was 
dangerously high. 

Finally a pediatrician, Dr. Mona Han- 
na-Attisha, compared the blood lead 
levels of toddlers she was seeing with 
records on hand from previous years. 
She saw lead levels had doubled or even 
tripled since the water line switch. 

Lead poisoning is irreversible. To 
save a relatively small amount of mon- 
ey, the state may have doomed these 
children to lower IQ levels, behavioral 
problems, growth delays, hearing diffi- 


Otivier Dou tery | Abaca Press | TNS 


People rally outside the Supreme Court over an immigration relief case that can provide deportation relief to up to 5 
million undocumented immigrants on Jan. 15, 2016 in Washington, D.C. 


tem that exploits their labor. An ab- 
sorption/allocation of resources prob- 
lem needs to be addressed, but building 
a wall and rounding up people who call 
this country “home” isn’t what America 
is all about. 

The United States was established 
240 years ago on the idea of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. The quote, 


culties and a host of other physical and 
neurological ailments. 

“Theres tons of evidence on what 
lead does to a child, and it is one of the 
most damning things that you can do to 
a population,’ Hanna-Attisha told CNN. 

Michigan has committed a stunning 
act of governmental malpractice. When 
President Barack Obama travels to the 
state on Wednesday to applaud prog- 
ress in Detroit and its auto industry, 
he should make a side trip to Flint. It 
would signal to a fearful community 
that the president of the United States 
cares about its plight. 
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“Give us your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free” is emblazoned on the Statue of 
Liberty. 

Too often we lose sight of what 
our nation is truly about. Immigrants 
should be welcomed newcomers. We 
cannot view our success as a zero sum 


game. 


The tainted water supply will cost the 
state and federal government for years. 
Flint’s families will need intensive ser- 
vices like nutritional programs and ear- 
ly childhood education to mitigate the 
damage. 

But right now they need clean wa- 
ter. The state spent $10 million to hook 
the water back to its old source, but the 
corroded pipes are still leaching lead. 
The National Guard is going door to 
door, passing out bottles of water safe 
to drink. 

The scandal ought to bring an end to 
the political career of Michigan GOP 
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Our society is not based on color, 
race, or religion, but on the idea of lib- 
erty. We are a land of immigrants. The 
diversity of our people and thought is 
what makes us the greatest nation in 
the world. 

We should not give in to prejudice, 
but confront, rise above, and conquer 
it. 


of Flint’s water 1s governmental malpractice 


Gov. Rick Snyder, who personally re- 
acted far too slowly to the crisis while 
some of his top officials improperly 
downplayed the threats as well. 

And it should act as a cautionary tale 
to other states that wrongly think it’s 
smart policy to starve state budgets to 
the point where essential services begin 
to break down. 

States can act irresponsibly with 
wasteful spending, yes. But refusal to 
spend — even when the law requires it 
— can cause immeasurable harm. Just 
ask the people of Flint. 

— The Kansas City Star, TNS 
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49ers split series against BYU 


Big nights by freshmen 
Kyle Ensing and TJ 
DeFalco on Saturday 
allowed LBSU to 
bounce back from its 
first loss of the season. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
& MaTT SIMON 
Staff Writers 


The Long Beach State men’s volleyball team 
answered its first defeat of the season on Fri- 
day by sweeping Brigham Young University in 
three sets on Saturday night inside the Walter 
Pyramid. 

Freshmen hitters T.J. DeFalco and Kyle 
Ensing both reached double digits in kills on 
Saturday, propelling LBSU (6-1, 3-1) to vic- 
tory. 

The 49ers got off to a lively start in the first 
set, taking the 25-16 win. Ensing, who fin- 
ished with 11 kills, said LBSU made it a point 
to take set one after dropping the first sets in 
their past two matches. 

“We definitely came out real strong to get 
that first [set] on lock,” Ensing said. “We just 
kept putting on that little train and getting on 
ite 

The Cougars (4-2, 2-2) made adjustments 
and jumped to a 8-4 lead in set two, forcing 
LBSU head coach Alan Knipe to take a tim- 
eout. 

BYU extended its lead to 13-8 before the 
49ers mounted a run to put them within one 
point at 14-13. Both teams traded points the 
rest of the way with LBSU eventually taking 
the set 25-23 after a huge block by DeFalco 
and senior middle blocker Taylor Gregory. 

Momentum then took a full swing behind 
the 49ers. LBSU quickly jumped to an 8-4 lead 
that forced BYU to take a timeout. The 49ers 


LBSU falls 


The 49ers drops a 
heartbreaker in UC Riverside, 
despite shooting over 50 
percent form the floor. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


In one of its best shooting nights of the season, 
the Long Beach State men’s basketball team lost 
its third conference game, 74-72, against UC Riv- 
erside on the road Saturday night. 

LBSU (9-12, 3-3) shot 54.2 percent from the 
field, its best shooting performance since shoot- 
ing 55.4 percent in an 80-77 win over Seton Hall 
on Nov. 19, 2015. However, the 49ers allowed the 
Highlanders (11-11, 2-4) to have their second 
best shooting night of the season as well; UCR 


shot 51 percent from the floor. 


came out of the break and eventually pushed 
their four-point lead up to nine at 19-10. 

The Cougars managed to score four unan- 
swered points, but LBSU was too far ahead 
and ultimately closed out the final set 25-18. 

DeFalco shined once again, finishing with 
16 kills, seven digs and three blocks. 

Saturday’s sweep was the first by LBSU 
since its pair of shutouts in the doubleheader 
against Lindenwood and Sacred Heart on Jan. 
8. The 3-0 win was a stark contrast from the 
previous night’s game. 

In a tale of errors, the 49ers saw their unde- 
feated start end Friday after losing to BYU in 
four sets, 24-26, 25-17, 16-25 and 20-25. 

“They got on us physically, Gregory said. 
“They're a big team, they play physical vol- 
leyball. We didn’t respond quite early enough 
and they got on us.” 

The second-ranked 49ers had 19 service er- 
rors which stymied any momentum they tried 
to build when No. 3 BYU got a lead. 

“If you combine serving errors and hit- 
ting errors in the first set we had 14 of them, 
and we lost a deuce set? Knipe said. “That 
changed the match.” 

The 49ers had an off night passing as well, 
which led to freshman setter Josh Tuaniga 
having trouble connecting with his hitters. 

“T think some of [our trouble] was forced 
into by some of the passes we had, Knipe 
said. “ Maybe [it was] some of the recent suc- 
cess of the other guys on the court not killing 
their ball. But you know there’s a long history 
of trust there. They definitely had a good read 
on [Tuaniga].” 

DeFalco led the way for the team with 14 
kills, with four coming in the third set after 
the team started to show signs of life. 

However, LBSU also didn’t have an answer 
to BYU’s Jake Langlois, who led the game with 
16 kills. é 

The 49ers return to the court on Wednes- 
day when they visit No. 1 UCLA inside Pauley 
Pavilion at 7 p.m. 


short 


Sophomore guard Justin Bibbins hit one of his 


two free-throws with 2:10 left to tie the game at 
72. A few possession changes later, senior forward 
Taylor Johns made a jumper to put UCR ahead by 
two with 53 seconds to go. 

LBSU’s sophomore forward Gabe Levin missed 
a layup attempt with 36 seconds to go, and UCR 
junior forward Secean Johnson corralled the re- 
bound, sealing the Highlanders’ first win against 
the 49ers in 13 matchups. 

The Highlanders overcame a 13-point, first- 
half deficit and managed to cut LBSU’s lead down 
to 38-37 at the half. Johns scored 18 of his game- 
high 26 points in the second half. 

Levin finished as the 49ers leading scorer with 
20 points on nine of 12 shooting. Bibbins followed 
up his career-high of 25 points against UC Santa 
Barbara last Thursday with 14 points on Saturday. 

The 49ers return home to host UC Santa Bar- 
bara next. Tip off is at 7:30 p.m. inside the Walter 
Pyramid. 


WOMEN’S WATER F 
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Long Beach State’s Kyle Ensing (5) spikes the ball toward BYU Kiril Meretev (5). 


4gers off to 0-4 start 


LBSU found itself down early 
in all of its opening weekend 
matches. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s water polo 
team struggled to overcome slow starts in its sea- 
son-opening slate of games, losing to each of its 
first four opponents at the UC Santa Barbara Invi- 
tational over the weekend. 

The 49ers (0-4) were deadlocked with No. 4 
California at one goal apiece after the first quarter 
on Saturday, but the Golden Bears took a com- 
manding lead by outscoring LBSU 7-2 in the sec- 
ond, third and fourth quarters for a final of 8-3. 

LBSU got off to another slow start in the sec- 
ond game of Saturday’s doubleheader, getting 
outscored 5-2 by San Jose State in the first half. 


Coming out of the half, the 49ers rebounded by 
netting a pair of goals in both the third and fourth 
quarters. 

However, the Spartans matched LBSU’s second 
half with an identical four goal performance. The 
49ers lost 9-6 despite a two-goal performance by 
both sophomores Alexandra Massier and Virginia 
Smith. 

The 49ers had another tall order in Sunday’s 
opener against No. 2 UCLA. The Bruins put two 
goals in the net in the first quarter and then added 
two in the second while limiting LBSU to only one 
goal in the half. UCLA broke the score open in 
the second half by pouring in seven more goals 
for the 11-4 win. 

Unlike its first three games, LBSU kept the 
score closer against Wagner University. The 49ers 
lost 8-7 despite a late fourth quarter comeback. 

Smith and Morrissey both scored a team-high 
five goals over the weekend for LBSU. 

The 49ers will play next on Feb. 7 when it hosts 
Claremont McKenna College at the Ken Lindgren 
Aquatics Center. 


